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Title: Verbal Behavior in the International school.
Mame: George Thomas More COkuhara R ijo Z2024¢h9baé€%ﬁ} f%ﬂuf;;»¢acdu42§b
aludenl
I have been working in the international school for more than fifteen
vears. ilers I would like to use Prof. Skinner's Verbal Behavior in
analyzing the verbal acquisition of non-native speakers of English with
that of Native speakers of English.
"A éomplementary practice has been to assign an independent existence to
meanings.  "Meaning" like "idea, is said to be something expressed or
conrunicated by an utterance.” I made a research in our school with the
age of 10 to 13 with 50 students and discovered that overwhelming majority
of the students will be leaming English through S.R. formula because of
their non-native English speaker background. They‘tend to say from words
in English but the students' environment is totally in Japan.
"sketches the topography of verbal behavior in relation to its controlling
variables" What are the variables in acquisition of one language? This
is one of the major any psychologists and linguists had for many years.
[ do believe it is one of the major behavioristic linguistic training that
a student will go through in the educational training that he or she may
have. 'Then, what is the variable? It is the utterance training first and
later proceed with a certain basic sentence pattern. I notice this through
my instruction at St. Joseph and Gyosei International that the "old"
Michigan behavioristic pattern practice surpasses in the result over the
psycho-linguistic Chomskian. But what do you mean by the result in the
acquisition result variable?  The variables would be controlled basic
necessity-words that any student would need and would bevreenforced in
their environmental usage vocabulary and sentences.
" A third possible indication of relative strength is the immediate
repetitionof a response."
Repotition is the base of acquisition of any languages.
"In teaching the young child to talk, the formal specifications upon which
reinforceament is contingent are at first greatly relaxed.”
This, I noticed in my classes where I used the Social Studies textbook
over the regular Japanese language texts, where I found better
understanding and communication. Surprising factor is the two new
Pakistani students could be able to read and use all the wvocabulary he
and she had acquired in one single perfectly whereas using the traditional
Japanese language text they were overwhelming involve in the energy

acquiring the Kanji and relaxed feeling will not exist.
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"A child acquires verbal behavior when relatively unpattemed vocalizing
selectively reinforced, gradually assume forms which produce appropriate
congsequences in a given verbal community.”

"prior stimuli are, however, important in the control of verbal behavior

"

Such a contingency is a property of the environment." The environment would
be for the students to have a constant reinforcement structure.

The experiment I did is to divide the students group into two, one with
the environment of reinforcement and the other with non-reinforcenent.

The result is obvious that one with rejnforcerrxent had overwhelming result
over the other.

"A mand 1is characterized by the unigue relationship between the form of
the response and reinforcement characteristically received in a given verbal
comunity. St. Joseph English is made from this environmental factor as
the base schools most probably will be doing the same and may extend to
any social groups or kins.

"what needs to be explained, in other words, is the total speech episode."
"Since verbal behavior in the form of the mand operates primarily for the
benefit of the speaker, repeated mands are likely to move the listener
to revolt." This can be seen in the gap of the newly assigned instructors
from the United States will have miscommunication or end up with the
communicAtion break-down with the students or seen among the frustration
of a serious language instructors teaching in the Japanese schools.

"An echoic repertcire is established in the child through “educational
reinforcement" because it 1is useful to parents, teachers, and others."
This part is ignored by the Chomskian, and I do see in instructing a
language that it is a vital part of it. : /

"In echoic behavior, the correspondence upon which reinforcement is based

may serve as an automatic conditioned reinforcer.”
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